
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 
 

 

No Other Gospel Revealed by God 
 

Galatians 1:1-24 (NIV)  
1 Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead—2 and all the brothers and 
sisters with me, To the churches in Galatia: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to 
rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 6 I am astonished that you are 

so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently 
some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 

a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! 10 Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ. 11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I 
preached is not of human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. 13 For you have 
heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond 

many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s 
womb and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to 
consult any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 
18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only 

James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. 21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to 
the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy.” 24 And they praised God because of me.  

It’s hard not to be a people-pleaser, isn’t it? We step in when two of our friends are feuding to try to make peace. When people are 
mad at us, we put on the happy face and the positive attitude because we hope it rubs off on them and then everyone becomes 
happy. Grandparents, you hear your grandchild ask for a toy and, even though you wouldn’t have with your own children, you 
indulge and get it for them because you know that you will see the eyes light up with joy as they play with it. Even the most crusty 
curmudgeons of us still want people to like us. Sure, we put on a tough exterior and a don’t-give-a-care attitude, but we still do. We 
all want to be liked. So, we try to please people.  

And, yes, preachers can be people-pleasers too. Some want so desperately that you come to their church that they will tell you what 
they think you want to hear. “Believe in Jesus, and you will get a better job.” “Come to my church, and I will give you a Starbucks gift 
card.” “We accept you and support you no matter what you believe; we won’t challenge your beliefs here, or start debates or 
arguments. We just love on you” - as if challenging beliefs and insisting on truth are unloving actions. 

Other preachers try to win you over by appealing to your sense of responsibility or your work ethic. They know your pride, that you 
feel guilty if you accept something free of charge. Someone offers to give you $20 that, honestly, you need, and you vow to pay 
them back. Why? Because you can’t stand the idea of someone helping you without you paying them back. You feel like you owe 
them. If I contribute something to this “gift,” then I don’t have to feel indebted to them. In fact, I can take credit for helping myself. 
So, preachers try to win you over saying that you do need to do something in order to have love from God, forgiveness from him, 
heaven even.  

Do we talk about God in the same way? Do we tell people what they want to hear so that they believe in God like we believe in God? 
Do we say what we think people want to hear because we want to just make peace and not have debates or arguments over what 
God has actually revealed to us? Do we appeal to a person’s hubris to have them believe as we do?  

This is what Paul was seeing among his brothers and sisters in Christ in the region of Galatia, the area of modern-day Turkey. He 
wrote: “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert 
the gospel of Christ.” (verses 6-7) We’ll hear more details of exactly how this “gospel” that the Galatian Christians were turning to 
was, in fact, no gospel at all. For now, know that these other people were adding to the gospel making it a “good news” that went 
against the revelation of God, a gospel that then was no longer by grace. Paul taught that there is no other gospel than the gospel 
revealed by God himself through his people, his prophets, his apostles, the same gospel that was given by grace in the Garden of 
Eden and was brought to fulfillment by Jesus Christ and is still preached today. There is no other gospel revealed by God.  



But how did Paul know? How would the Galatian Christians know the only gospel revealed by God? How do we know that there is no 
other gospel revealed by God and that this is the same gospel that we’ve heard?  

First, let’s understand what the term. “Gospel” means “good news.” What is that good news? Paul leads his letter to the Galatian 
Christians with it: “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us 
from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” (verses 3-4) 

The Gospel revealed by God is grace. Grace is undeserved love, undeserved love that God has for us. We never earned it or 
contributed to it. It is not a love loved out of pity or a love given in order to please us as if God is just a people-pleaser. Instead, it 
was a self-less love of his choice which moved him to give himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age. And this was 
not just a death, but also a life. He lived a life for us, being the perfection that we could never be. Having accomplished that, he 
sacrificed himself on the cross to pay for our debt of sin racked up against him. By doing so, he made peace between us and God, 
removing that dividing barrier of hostility caused by our sins - everything that we have ever said, done, or thought that was contrary 
to God’s will. Now, because God has done this for us, we have a sure and certain future that we will be rescued from this world of 
sin and brought to heaven to live with him forever. This was God’s plan all along that he carried out for us. This is the only Gospel 
revealed by God.  

What’s more is that this gospel is something carried out without us doing anything. Paul knew that this was true for him. “God, who 
set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him  
among the Gentiles.” (verses 15-16) God planned out Paul’s salvation. God called Paul by his grace, that undeserved love that sent 
Christ into the world to be our perfect substitute, even before Paul could do anything since he was still in his mother’s womb. And 
God still sets people apart today in the same way. He choses us to be saved, not the other way around, that we chose him. The 
Gospel revealed by God tells us that he carried out everything to rescue us from this present evil age without any help or effort on 
our part.  

We know this is God’s Gospel because it is simply good news, great news! Good news that our sins have been paid for. Good news 
that God has clothed us with his perfection so that we know where we stand with him at all times – worthy, forgiven, saved. Good 
news that we will be rescued from this imperfect life in an imperfect world where we can never please everyone.  

That leads to another reason that we know that there is no other gospel revealed by God: because it doesn’t please people. We 
want to earn our keep. We think it’s too easy to have this all just handed to us without any effort or even a decision on our end. We 
have to do something for this. But no. Paul wrote: “Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying 
to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.” (verse 10) He’s not telling the people 
what they want to hear. He’s not getting rich off the gospel he preached to them. His reputation is not the one at stake if this gospel 
is true but God’s. If God does everything to save me, then all credit and all glory goes to him and him alone. We don’t come up with 
a salvation plan like this because we want some of the credit, we feel like we have to do our part, that I put something into this. 

Finally, look at the effect this Gospel had on Paul. “For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I 
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it.” (verse 13) Paul did everything in his power to destroy this Gospel that came 
through God’s revelation, that I am entirely saved by God’s grace, what he does for me, and this gives me peace with God instead of 
anything I do. Now, Paul is willing to die for this truth. If he wanted to be a people pleaser, Paul would have stuck in the traditions of 
Judaism. He was popular there, accepted there; he pleased people there. Instead, preaching this gospel revealed by God, he was 
hated, he was persecuted; he had a hard living, and eventually would die for it. The only reason Paul preached this gospel is because 
it was and is the only good news revealed by God. 

So, if you hear someone calling something “gospel” and say that you have to play your part, you have to do certain things, you have 
to make certain decisions in order to have it, please certain people, then I don’t care if an angel preached it to you - this is not the 
gospel revealed by God. It is something else. It is not good news. In fact, any other “gospel” is a curse.  

There is no other gospel revealed by God than the one Paul preached to the Galatians, the same gospel that has been preserved for 
us. God did not reveal this gospel to you and me so that we would like him. He did not reveal this gospel so that we would give him 
money or praise. He did not reveal a gospel telling you that you have to earn or contribute towards it for you to have it. If someone 
tells you the gospel is something you do, let them be under God’s curse. There is no other gospel revealed by God than that he, 
motivated by his grace, gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age. His Gospel is our peace. Amen.  
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